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Junior boys cricket in Christchurch remains in a strong and improving position. Girl’s primary and intermediate school cricket is also gaining strength and the challenge is to convert those improved numbers into increased club affiliated Saturday teams. Some great work is being done to achieve this by John Purdie, Gary Rountree, Vicki Burtt and Barry Hazeldine as we meet.
Canterbury Cricket reports the highest growth percentage of junior players within NZ’s major associations. We believe that this is attributed in no small measure to the CJCA’s initiative to install artificial pitches in many schools, our support provided to enable teachers to attend “coach the coach” sessions, further expansion of the Regional Tournament through to school year 6 players and with this the continuation of supported winter training sessions for 260+ players.

Our focus continues to be on providing game formats that are appropriate for the age group of the players involved and to increasing the volume of players who aspire to be elite cricketers. Player enjoyment is paramount so we will continue to review playing formats and adjust these where we feel it is appropriate for players to enjoy the game as much as possible. Some items of particular note include:

1. Continued positive feedback to the adjustments made for Kiwi, Junior 20/20 and Super 8’s grades.

2. The continued roll out of artificial pitches.

3. The doubling of Year 6 players involved at the March Regional Tournament. Other year groups are at capacity, although more girls would be nice.
4. The continued participation in the Mandeville Tournament. Our teams were also very successful and this is an excellent learning experience for tournaments over more than one day. 
5. The consistent strength of Christchurch Junior Representative teams. Also evident is a growing volume of junior players viewing their number one sport as cricket. 
6. The inclusion of a girl’s representative match against Otago and the intention that this will continue next year.

Continued research and efforts from Francis van Woerkom led to further playing condition adjustments for Kiwi, Junior 20/20 and Super 8 and resulted in a substantial increase in player involvement and therefore enjoyment in these grades. “Fun Fast and Furious” is what was called for and is what was experienced by many hundreds of young players. Details of the playing conditions are available for people to view on our website at www.cjca.org.nz 
Our Regional Tournaments – very ably convened by Barry Hazeldine – included more “emerging player” teams with a record fourteen matches all on Ilam fields at the same time. We felt this was going to be such a great sight that we commissioned Peter Miller to take some aerial pictures to add to our website and create an image for CJCA. In this season’s tournaments we had one century, despite rules requiring compulsory retirements, by Jak Gilden and a couple of hat tricks by Liam Beckett and Zak Ross. We also ran the tournament on artificial wickets around Christchurch when rain prevented play on the grass at Ilam. This has raised the question of whether the year 6 and girl’s competitions should be permanently staged on artificial wickets in the future. We also had coverage by Canterbury TV to help promote the event and hopefully this will continue next season along with the visits from some Wizard and Magician players.
These tournaments require extra effort from many people. Special thanks to John Purdie, Gary Rountree, Justine Bowden, Steve Wakefield, Peter Kennedy, Barry Hazeldine, Peter Heenan, Andrew Reid (convenor of  Selectors), all the umpires and of course all the team Coaches and Managers – their extra efforts leading to some significant season highlights and further development opportunities for many players.
The CJCA winter training programme, held at Canterbury Cricket with professional coaches, was open to all the players who competed in the February / March Christchurch Regional Tournament. We encourage CJCA coaches to get involved and learn first hand some tips from the experts. Use of the new state of the art video equipment in 2009 will add greatly to the learning experience. Many thanks to Richard Hayward and the team. 
Cricket for new Year 9 players after Christmas went much smoother with the bulk playing within the U14 competition. Those unable to do so were welcome to continue in the CJCA Senior Premier and One Day grades for the remainder of the season. It seemed that the majority of clubs established teams which could stay together for the whole season or just up until Christmas, depending on their year group, thus reducing the disruption. 
Representatives: The players who represented the Christchurch Junior Cricket Association in pre Christmas (Girls was held in March) representative fixtures were as follows:
CJCA Girls Red Team vs Otago U15

Anna Robertson; Alice Rountree; Sophie Gualter (WK); Bertie Taylor; Lucy Dunn; Rebecca Taylor; Sophie Purdie (V-Capt); Laura Pidcock; Phoebe Senior (Capt); Katie Morris; Katie Silcock; Maddie Simons
Year 7 Gold Christchurch Representative team

Rhys Shannon; Lewys Jones ; Mackenzie Dewar; Ryan Jones; Jordan Sa- McGoverne; Mikhail Anderson; Cullen Sheahan; Nicholas Kwant; Morgan Jeffery; Jack Milligan; Dean Ridgway; Matthew Clarke; Scott Dewar (Coach)
Year 7 White Christchurch Representative team

William Brown; Robbie Selbie; Michael Newton-Vesty; Jamie Hunt; Logan McLauglin; Reuben Spicer; Jamie Costello 

Taylor Wilford; Tomas Oates; Aaron Clarke; Daniel Stanley; Connor McFadzien; Pete Costello (Coach)

David Stanley  (Coach)
Year 6 Blue Christchurch Representative team

Connor Arnold; Logan Knowles; Amos Taylor; Bailen Thatcher; Harrison Kirk; John Fulton; Rube Peina; Taylor Kiyo Irie 

Chris Wakefield; Jack Lewis; Liam Beckett; Tom Byrne; Kenji Irie  (Coach)
Year 6 Green Christchurch Representative team

Jacob Bird; Jacob Keilar; James Sheehan; Lennon Annett; Will Jordan; Callum Curnow; Cameron Penney; Jack Leslie; 
Matthew Hay; Regan Cantwell; Jesse Campbell; Sam Glynn; Tony Sheehan (Coach)

The CJCA teams participating in the South Island Primary Schools Tournament in January 2009 were;

Christchurch Red: Jack Boyle; Harry Kennedy; Hayden Day; Scott Ralston; Grayson Papatua; George Butterick; Anthony Burnett; Blake Doherty; Jonathan Hartland; Fraser Jeffrey; Christopher Kirk; Edward Wright; Coaches. Paul Hartland & Bruce Day
Christchurch Black: Gus Hewitt; Nicholas Clarke; James Cawthorne; Blue Hamel; William Rykers; Harry Betty; Tom Taylor; Daniel Rawson; Matthew Long; Tim Carter; Chris Warner; Nathan Campbell ; Coaches. Mike Hamel & Tony Betty
As always, the huge volunteer support of our Committee, Coaches, Managers, Club / School convenors is gratefully acknowledged. We also again pay tribute to the fine job being undertaken by the Canterbury Cricket Association staff and in particular Andrew Reid who convenes our boys selection panel and Vicki Burtt for the girls. Our groundsmen, Danny Timpson and Bruce Mugford have done another fine job – as has our honourable Auditor, Dave Gallop B.Comm. Also significant thanks to Justine Bowden who retires this year from doing a fine job in her Treasurer / Secretary role. 

Brent McConchie, President, and Barry Hazeldine, Manager, May 2009
