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There were many positives from the 2007/2008 season for the CJCA, it’s players, supporters and volunteers – and some lessons to learn.
Five items of particular note included: some wonderful feedback to the adjustments made for Kiwi, Junior 20/20 and Super 8’s grades; the continued roll out of artificial pitches; the almost doubling of players involved at Regional Tournament level; the formalised inclusion into the Mandeville Tournament; and the increased strength of Christchurch Junior Representative teams – including Christchurch Black taking out the South Island Primary School’s tournament (jointly) for the forth straight year. Also evident is a growing volume of junior players viewing their number one sport as cricket. 
Research and efforts from Vice President Francis van Woerkom lead to playing condition adjustments for Kiwi, Junior 20/20 and Super 8 and resulted in a substantial increase in player involvement and therefore enjoyment in these grades. “Fun Fast and Furious” is what was called for and is what was experienced by many hundreds of young players. Details of the playing conditions are available for people to view on our website at www.cjca.org.nz 
A further 6 artificial pitches are in the process of being laid (Catholic Cathedral, Cotswold, Darfield, West Melton, Cheviot and Amberley) and we’ve also facilitated the resurfacing of two long established pitches at Oaklands and Shirley Intermediate.
Our Regional Tournaments – very ably convened by Barry Hazeldine – included “emerging player” teams for the first time. Eleven matches all on Ilam fields at the same time was a great sight to behold. Despite rules requiring compulsory retirements, David Wakefield still managed a century – a fine effort from a very promising player. These tournaments require extra effort from many people. Special thanks to Chris O’Brian Smith, Justine Bowden, Steve Wakefield, Peter Kennedy, Barry Hazeldine, Peter Heenan, Andrew Reid (convenor of  Selectors), all the umpires and of course all the team Coaches and Managers – their extra efforts leading to some significant season highlights and further development opportunities for many players.
Canterbury Country has successfully run their junior Mandeville Tournament for some years now and last season invited 4 teams of both Year 6 and Year 7 players from the CJCA to compete. This opportunity was well received and our players involved had a great week at the tournament. We’ll be continuing on in this regard in coming seasons. Thanks Canterbury Country!
The CJCA winter training programme – run by Canterbury Cricket will include all 260 players who competed in the February / March Christchurch Regional Tournament – a further fantastic increase in numbers. Richard Hayward and team. Thanks!
Adjustments made to the after Christmas program for Senior One Day players – while helping to ensure players could ply one game each day (previously many played two games totalling 140 overs) lead to some draws and start times that will require amendment next season.
Representatives: The players who represented the Christchurch Junior Cricket Association in pre Christmas representative fixture were as follows:

.

Christchurch Blue – Year 6: Aaron Clarke(LPW); Casey Marsh (ES); Daniel Stanley (Sumner); Jack Milligan (SYD); Jamie Costello (ES); Jayden Black (OBC); Mikhail Anderson (Hals); Nicholas Kwant (SYD); Nicholas Williams (LPW); Ryan Jones (Syd); Sam Lawson (Syd); William Brown (Syd)
Christchurch Green – Year 6: Cullen Sheahan  (N Brtn); Dean Ridgeway( OBC); Josh Clark (OBC); Lewys Jones (Med); MacKenie Dewar (STAC); Matthew Hazeldine (Med); Morgan Jeffery (OBC); Reuben Spicer (Win) ; Robbie Selbie (Syd); Sam Gray (Cath Gram); Sean Forster (BWU); Theo Manji (MED)
Christchurch Gold – Year 7: Alex Thomson (URicc); Anthony Burnett (OBC); Blue Hamel (STAC); Fraser Jeffery (SYD); Grayson Papatua (Hals); Jack Boyle(OBC); Matthew Long (Hals); Nathan Campbell (OBC); Reid Hilton (Syd); Scott Ralston (Bwu); Tom Taylor (Med); William Rykers (Syd)
Christchurch White: Blake Doherty (Hals); Edward Wright (Med); George Butterick (Hals); Harry Betty ( Med); Harry Kennedy (OBC); 
Hayden Day (Hals); Henry Thomson (Med); Jackson Beresford (OBC); James Cawthorn (Hals); Johnathan Hartland (Syd); Nicholas Clarke (Med); Timothy Carter (OBC)
Christchurch Red Andrew Haeldine ( Med); Dexter Marsh (Es); Dion Hamilton (Hals); Freddy Anderson (STAC); Henry Reese(Syd); Jeremy Duncan (MED); Leo Carter (ES); Nick Erwood (ES); Sam Bowden (Syd); Shuaib Ahmaed (St Albans); Toby Jeffery(OBC); Tom Gore(OBC)
Christchurch Black: Alex Marshall (OBC); Ben Mann (ES); David Wakefield (OBC); Edward Close(Med); James Cannan (OBC); Kenneth McClure (ES); Mitchell Gardner (SYD); Nathan Shaw  (Mer. Pap); Nicholas Tilley (Syd); Shawn O'Brien(OBC); Tim Braid(OBC); Todd Henderson (Hals)

As always, the huge volunteer support of our Committee, Coaches, Managers, Club / School convenors is greatfully acknowleged. We also again pay tribute to the fine job being undertaken by the Canterbury Cricket Association staff and in particular Andrew Reid who convenes our boys selection panel. Our groundsmen, Danny Timpson and Bruce Mugford have done another fine job – as has our honourable Auditor, Dave Gallop B.Comm. Also to Justine Bowden who continues to do a fine job in her Treasurer / Secretary role. 

Brent McConchie, President, May 2008
