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There were many positives from the 2005/2006 season for the CJCA, it’s players, supporters and volunteers.

Just some of the highlights included a 10% growth in player numbers, CJCA taking responsibility for Junior Girls grades and just two season days play lost to weather conditions. Our Christchurch Black side were joint winners and our Christchurch Red side runners up of the South Island Primary Schools Tournament. Andrew Reid’s appointment to Convenor of Selectors brought a strong acceptance of independence and professionalism while we’ve secured funding commitments that will better secure junior cricket playing surfaces and resources for many years to come.
Administratively, we gained acceptance of our revised rules at the August 05 AGM. This was a welcome event as previous attempts at revisions had been stymied for one reason or another. Our financial year was changed to end at 31 March meaning AGMs would in future be held in May – meaning incoming committees could have appropriate time to plan for the new season.

A three year plan for the CJCA was agreed to in November 2005.  This has listed the following five goals….

1. Increase numbers of Junior Cricket Players by 30% within three years.
2. Provide equipment to encourage higher quality cricket in a manner that benefits all junior teams.

3. Increase by 30%, number of qualified coaches & players gaining “professional” coaching

4. Increase number of girls’ only teams by 30%.

5. Be widely recognised as a proactive Junior Cricket Association
Gaining agreement with the Canterbury Women’s Advisory Group for the CJCA to take control of junior girls grades was an important step but one which comes with a high level of responsibility. This occurred early in the season and therefore the timing didn’t enable actions that could grow the team numbers this season, it’s a significant objective that the CJCA accepts to grow the numbers of girls only teams to levels where the grades themselves are no longer in danger of collapsing. 

Consequent to the inclusion of the Girls, we were pleased to have Girls teams compete for the first time at both our November and Feb/March Zone Tournaments. These were very successful for these girls with many being exposed to a higher level of cricket for the first time.
The Winter Training Squads have been extended to incorporate not only 24 girls for the first time but also to include 2 squads of 12 Year 6 players also. Combined with the Year 7 and Year 8 training squads, we’ve doubled the number of players obtaining fully supported coaching during the winter.

This season saw the introduction of Players List cards. These require coaches to sign off to the opposition coach, confirmation that all players eligible for grade. No season long dispensations in our grades were needed.
Challenge Shields were introduced in each of the Senior 2 Day, Senior 1 Day, Junior 1 Day and …. The Challenge Shields were passed to the team winning the game by the holders – where they lost the game. This concept was well received by the players involved.
A $5000 donation was received from Rae Condliffe, the wife of the late Bob Condliffe who was a long time supporter of cricket here in Christchurch and in the South Island. This kind donation has helped in the resources available for competing teams. The Challenge Shield for the Senior One day competition has been named in Bob’s honour. Since season end, we’ve received a further contribution from Rae – for which we thank her sincerely.
The $120,000 investment fund built up by previous committees to better secure the CJCA’s future has for some years existed without dilution due to the good governance of committees. While it had been the intension to formerly secure these funds, this had not been fulfilled. I’m pleased to advise that a resolution has now been passed to have these funds continue to be invested with the interest being drawn on for development needs. A draft rule change will also be put to the AGM and CCA board to “lock down” the resolution passed.
In alignment with our 3 year plan, we applied for and gained funding commitments to the tune of $234,000. We’ve received $134,000 to date - $50,000 from Canterbury Community Trust - and have commitments in princple from that organisation for a further $50,000 to be provided in each of the next two years. These funds will be used to install 36 artificial pitches at Primary and Intermediate schools in Christchurch and Canterbury Country – as well as provide protective gear and other cricket resources to further develop cricket in the city. Schools have for many years struggled to provide quality playing surfaces for cricket. This initiative promises to enable a more active participation with schools and clubs in the future. 
Clubs and associated schools will be issued with cricket gear to support this…. Next season, we’re introducing compulsory helmets for all hard ball grades for batters + wicket keepers when standing up to wickets. Exceptions will be allowed only where parents of players have provided letter to player’s coach to have this avoided.

The players who represented the Christchurch Junior Cricket Association were as follows:

.

Christchurch Under 14 Girls team: (Coach: Bob Grace; Manager: Linda Wilson) - Alice McLeod; Annabelle Wright; Chloe Armitage; Chloe Webster; Clare Forbes; Eleanor Seinafo;  Gaby Leighs; Hana Mauafu; Natalie Cox; Natalie Grace; Sam Fitzsimmons and Viena Toomalatai
Christchurch White – Year 7 Development team: (Coach: Richard Goldstone) - Angus McKellar; Ben Bradley; Ben Hanham; Ben Radovonich; Chris Burnett; Dillon Akehurst; Dylan Goldstone; Edward Commons; Edward Nuttall; Sam Bird; Sam Taylor; Samir Nooristani
Christchurch Gold – Year 7 Invitation team: (Coach: Matthew Turnbull) - Ashley Barrett; Harry Williams; Jordon Bakermans; Joshua Milne; Kyle Turnbull; Mitchell Keen; Ollie Patridge; Ryan Banks; Tom Allison; Tom Gooday; Tom Rennie; Tony Christie

Christchurch Red – South Island Primary Schools Tournament Team: (Runners Up to Joint Winners) Coach: Dave Teale; Manager: John Hammond …Ben Butterick; Ben Sidey; David Browstow; Hamish Teale; Jack Hammond; Jared Percival; Mark Vanner; Matthew Kottier; Michael Jones; Richard Allchurch; Tim McGoldrick and Tom Scott

Christchurch Black – South Island Primary Schools Tournament Team: (Joint Winners) Coach: Andrew Reid; Manager: Chris Jones …Alex Ross; Brad Gordon; Braden Gardner; Hagan Schulte; Hugo Reid; James Cadenhead; Matthew Comyns; Michael Davidson; Michael Snedden; Oliver Hobbs; Timothy; Hampton-Matehe and Theo

Christchurch Year 7 Invitation Team (March 2006) Coach: Bill Duncan …Dion Hamilton; Edward Close; Freddie Anderson; Henry Reese; James Skurr; Jeremy Duncan; Leo Carter; Levi Inglis; Nick Tilley; Sam Bowden; Shawn O'Brien; Todd Creamer
Christchurch Year 8 Invitation Team (March 2006) Coach: Brent McConchie …Angus McKellar; Ben Butterick; Chris Burnett; Edward Commons; Edward Nuttall; Ollie Patridge; Theo van Woerkom; Tim McGoldrick; Tom Allison; Tom Gooday; Tom Rennie; Tony Christie

As is always the case, the Christchurch Junior Cricket Association could not survive without the considerable volunteer support of it’s Committee, Coaches, Managers, Club / School convenors. I also pay tribute to the fine job being undertaken by the Canterbury Cricket Association staff. In particular, Andrew Reid (CJCA Convenor of Selectors and CHCH Black coach), Doug McSweeny, Mike Harvey, Nigel Marsh, Richard Hayward and Vicki Burtt. Our groundsmen, Danny Timpson and Bruce Mugford, ably assisted by John Thompson have also done a fine job once again. Of special note is to recognise Richard Falloon, our Vice President, who is stepping down from the committee after thirteen years of fine service. To Richard and to all others in the categories above, many, many thanks!
Brent McConchie, President, April 2006
