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PRESIDENTS REPORT - 2005
The 2004/2005 season started on a positive note with junior competitions commencing in the second week of October. Team entries were consistent with the previous seasons and growth occurring in some areas. We were fortunate enough to have the weather on our side, which made play more enjoyable for all.

This season with the introduction of the 136gm ball in the Junior Traditional grades and reducing traditional teams to 10 players, together with the increased use of artificial wickets and some fine tuning in the playing conditions, Junior Cricket in general is starting to move in the right direction by providing Junior Cricketers equal opportunities in all aspects of this fine summer game.

With the introduction of Grading games for the first four weeks of the season, results were relayed to our computer centre. This worked successfully and was well received by coaches and players alike. We will be improving and stream-lining the system further in time for next season. The Senior Traditional 2-Day Competition was won by Sydenham. 

Pre season coaching started under the watchful eye of Garfield Charles and Andrew Reid at the Canterbury Cricket Indoor Centre of Excellence for Year 7 and 8 Zone players. Players responded well to these sessions. Certainly the coaching proved its worth with our teams playing with distinction at the South Island Primary Schools Tournament in South Canterbury. 

Our November Zone Tournament played at Burnside Oval saw the return of Year 6’s being coached at the Centre of Excellence on the first day of the tournament with games being played alongside the Year7 and Year 8 players on the other two days of the tournament. From the Zones we selected our Red and Black Representative teams to play in the South Island Primary Schools tournament as well as a Year 7 development and Year 7 invitation Team. November Tournament winner was the North Year 8 Zone team.

In the February/March Zones we had to change venues and return to Burnside Oval, which saw the Year 7 and Year 8 players participating. The February March Zones saw the introduction of the 136gm ball. This was well received with many and wickets taken and runs scored. Something that perhaps needs to taken up at a National level (136gm ball).

Both tournaments were a great spectacle not only from the fantastic parent support but also from the talent of the players on show. 

Early December in preparation for the South Island Tournament in South Canterbury both Christchurch Red and Christchurch Black were to play a series of matches, only to succumb to the appalling weather, each team went into the tournament with only one game under their belt.

The players who were selected to represent Christchurch in the South Island Primary Schools Tournament were as follows:

Christchurch Red

Lewis Allan (capt), Karl Belcher, Jerome Bradley,  Matthew Harrison, Thomas Latham, Gerald Pottinger, Alex Ritchie, James Sullivan, Hamish Teale, Nick Tinning, Lane Tutty, Anathan Yugaraja. 

Coach: Des Crosbie

Manager: Peter Burke/ Brent McConchie

Christchurch Black

Joshua Bates, Scott Duggan, Matthew Henry, Mitchell Kerr (capt), Cole McConchie, Matthew McEwan, Sam Miles, William Mills, Alex Ross, Tawera Waru, Matthew Wingham, Nathan Wingham.

Coach: Andrew Reid

Manager: Chris Jones

Summarised results from the South Island Primary School Tournament in South Canterbury January 10 – 14 2005

Christchurch Red

Day 1 v Central Otago

Game abandoned

Day 2 v Marlborough

Marlborough 158
A. Ritchie 2/24

C Red 114/8 

J.Bradley 36no

Match Drawn
Day 3 v Christchurch Black

Christchurch Red 126 
M.Harrison 65 M.McEwan 5/11 T.Waru 3/11

Christchurch Black 127/6 
M.McEwan 36 A.Ritchie 3/16

1st innings win Christchurch Black
Day 4 v Dunedin Metro

Christchurch Red 91 & 44/2

Dunedin Metro 152/4

1st Innings win Dunedin Metro
Day 5 v Southland Metro

Christchurch Red 95 & 31/0

South Metro 63
A.Ritchie 2/3 A.Yugaraja 2/13 & 43/9 J. Bradley 3/14

1st Innings win Christchurch Red
Christchurch Black
Day 1 v Southland Metro

Southland Metro 46 
M.McEwan 2/1 S.Miles 2/9 & 56 M.McEwan 2/8 

A.Ross 3/23 N.Wingham 3/11

Christchurch Black 50/1 
M.Kerr 32 & 53/4 M.McEwan 32

Outright win to Christchurch Black 

Day 2 v Dunedin Metro

Dunedin 129 
M.McEwan 2/17 N.Wingham 2/15

Christchurch Black 135/3
 M.Kerr 

1st Innings win Christchurch Black
Day 3 v Christchurch Red

Christchurch Red 126 
M.Harrison 65 M.McEwan 5/11 T.Waru 3/11

Christchurch Black 127/6 
M.McEwan 36 Alex Ross 24 M.Wingham 25 

A.Ritchie 3/16

1st Innings win to Christchurch Black

Day 4 v North Otago

North Otago 28
 M.Henry 4/3 T.Waru 2/1 & 27 M.McEwan 2/6 M.Mills 3/9 T.Waru 2/1 M.Henry 2/4

Christchurch Black140/2 
M.Kerr 102no

Outright win to Christchurch Black 

Day   5 v Central Otago

Christchurch Black 192/1 
C.McConchie 50 M.Kerr 34 M.McEwan 84no

Central Otago 113 

W.Mills 4/20 (including a hatrick)

1st Innings win to Christchurch Black

At the South Island Primary Schools tournament held in South Canterbury the weather played a major part at the tournament. With some grounds under water officials had to resort to artificial wickets. On day one both teams had their games transferred. Christchurch Red had its game transferred to Waimate only to find the heavens opened and the game against Central Otago was abandoned. Christchurch Black was transferred to the Timaru Boy’s lower grounds. The players certainly found it more comfortable playing in cooler conditions than usual. They adapted well and played with distinction at tournament. Our Christchurch teams put on some splendid all-round displays both with bat and ball. Certainly it was a great team effort led from the front by both captains. After ten years without a Christchurch team winning the tournament, Christchurch Black finally got their hands on the Sir Jack Newman Trophy. A great all round effort by both players and management. To conclude with I would like to thank Des Crosbie who has retired as coach of the Christchurch Red team. Des was coach  from 1999 – 2005. I personally thank you for your efforts and the way you conducted yourself in  such a professional manner having been involved as manager with you for 6 of those tournaments. 
Thanks must go to our committee members for their efforts throughout the season especially to Brent McConchie, John Hammond and to Doug McSweeney for ensuring the draw was done on time.

To conclude I would like to thank all coaches, managers, volunteers, parents and caregivers who have given their free time to enable junior players the opportunity to play cricket.

Peter Burke 

President
